
 

  

 

Featured in this edition 
 
 Noho Taiao for tai tamariki held at Ngai Tupoto Marae. 
 Historic Te Hiku Agreement in Principle signed. 
 Tauroa rahui put in place. 

 

Te KuKupa 

Te Rarawa whanau support Buddy Nathan, kaumatua from Roma Marae, Ahipara in a waiata 
after his mihi to Crown representatives at the recent Te Hiku AIP signing. 
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 Matihetihe Marae 
 

Ko Tarakeha te maunga 
Ko Moetangi te awa 

Ko Matihetihe te marae 
Ko Taomaui ko Hokokeha nga hapu 

Ko Te Rarawa te iwi 
New Delegate for Matihetihe   
John Tahana 
Matihetihe Marae has elected John Tahana as their new 
delegate to Te Runanga o Te Rarawa.  He is the son of John 
and Mazaine Tahana nee Potai. John was born in Auckland 
but raised in Sweetwaters near Awanui.  He has been in 
Australia for more than 30 years returning last year.  He is 
self employed and is currently setting up a panel beating 
shop in Kaitaia.  With his return home John is hoping to 
support the redevelopment of the marae at Matihetihe and 
help with the raising of funds.  He sees his role as delegate 
as being a practical way of getting in touch with the iwi of the 
north and making a contribution. 

 

 

Noho Taiao 
 

Matihetihe Marae hosted the Noho Taiao in 
January with a group of young people coming to 
listen to kaumatua about environmental issues 
and the need to grow Te Rarawa scientists to 
help deal with the issues facing the iwi.  
Photo above: Before welcome on to the marae. 
Left:   
Georgina Martin,  
Charlie Dunn and Mel 
Collins on the beach.  

Right:   
Kaumatua Major Waiomio 
talking to the tai tamariki 
about the takutaimoana.    
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Morehu Marae  
 

Ko Ongaro te maunga 
Ko Rotokakahi te awa 

Ko Kurahaupo te whare tupuna 
Ko Waiomionga te wharekai 

Ko Te Uri o Tai te hapu 
Ko te Rarawa te Iwi 

Morehu Marae fishing competition 
The Morehu Marae fishing competition was 
held on the 2nd January 2010.  The warm 
weather conditions contributed to a very 
successful day. Over 200 adults and 
children participated enjoying the 
whanaungatanga particularly those 
Pawarenga whanau back home for the 
Christmas-New Year period. We thank those 
who support our cause year after year. 
Fishing conditions proved to be excellent 
with a large number of good sized trevally 
and kahawai caught. The snapper were also 
running, adding to the overall catch.  There 
were a number of prizes that were shared 
and one of the highlights of the day, the 
average weight snapper ($500 prize money),  
 

 

was divided up amongst six winners all 
weighing in fish of an average weight of 
0.57kg. 
 
Nga mihi nui ki nga kai tautoko  
Thanks to our sponsors 
Nga mihi nui, to all the sponsors who 
generously provided prizes for the various 
categories and spot prizes. We had some 
great prizes this year. Without your support 
this event would not be successful. I also 
acknowledge the new sponsors who kindly 
donated this year. In addition to prize money 
sponsorships, the marae again received two 
rod and reel combo sets that went to the 
children’s section.  
 

Left: Maia Pirini, winner of the rod and reel 
for girls. Right: Taine Rollinson winner of 

the rod and reel for boys.  

Frank Herbert, left,  
sharing the big prize of 
the day with the winners, 
left to right:, Bob 
Stephens, Dan Graham, 
Mene Proctor, Donna 
Harris, Sid Pirini,  
Zennon Proctor (In front)  
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Roma Marae  

 

Ko Whangatauatia te maunga  
Ko Karirikura te moana 

Ko Te Ohaki te whare tupuna  
Ko Roma te marae 
Ko Tinana te waka  

Te Hiku AIP signing 
The highlight of the summer period was 
hosting Te Hiku iwi for the signing of the 
agreement-in-principle. The whanau 
swung into action to cater for over 600 
people who attended the event. Special 
thanks to Manaaki Solutions and all 
those who helped to make the day a big 
success.   
 

Right: Kaikaranga line up at the  
commencement of the wero to the Crown.  

 Waihou Marae 
 

Ko Te Reinga te maunga 
Ko Waihou nui a rua te awa 

Ko Waimirirangi te whare tupuna 
Ko Waihou te marae 

Below: Outside Waihou Marae at 
our first Noho. Hoki u ki te hau 
kainga. 

Wananga programme for 2010  
 

Waimirirangi Marae, Hokianga.  
Whaiora Marae, Otara.  
Te Tahawai Marae, Edgewater College.  
Waipapa Marae, Auckland University.  
Waimirirangi Marae, Hokianga.  

5-7 Mar 
19-21 Mar 
16-18 Apr  
30 Apr-2 May  
14-16 May 

All powhiri 9.00am Saturday  
except home hui at Waihou, 
7.00pm Friday and Waipapa 
Marae, 8.30pm Friday.   
 

For more information please 
ring: Mere Thevenet (09) 2666 
090. Please remember to bring 
your birth certificate or your 
passport to your first hui. 

Waimirirangi Marae, Hokianga.  
Mataatua Marae, Mangere.  
Mataatua Marae, Mangere. 
Te Tahawai Marae, Edgewater.  
Waimirirangi Marae, Hokianga.  

16-18 Jul   
6-8 Aug  
20-22 Aug  
10-12 Sep 
24-26 Sep   
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 Waipuna Marae 
 

Ko Panguru te maunga 
Ko Whakarapa te awa 
Ko Hokianga te moana 

Ko Waiariki, ko Kaitutae, ko Ngati Manawa  
e toru nga hapu o Waipuna 

Te Whakaputanga 
Marae representatives, Hinerangi Puru and 
Abraham Witana, have been researching 
information to support briefs of evidence to 
the Waitangi 1040 claim. The evidence 
gathered to date has reaffirmed that our 
tupuna did not cede our sovereign rights to 
the Kawanatanga. A framework on how 
Maori would maintain autonomy was 
established with the signing of  Te 
Whakaputanga in 1835. At the signing of 
Te Whakaputanga a large gathering of 
rangatira met to debate the document. Five 
years later the signing of Te Tiriti provided 
the means by which our rights were 
guaranteed. The Tribunal hearings are 
scheduled to take place in the near future. 
The benefits of this process could be 
significant. It may not happen in our lifetime 
but with courage, determination and kaha 
we look forward to making a difference and 
contributing to the history and development 
of our people. 
 

Panguru Community Water Project 
Waipuna Marae has been funded for the 
Panguru Community Water Treatment and 
Supply Project. Thanks go to Project 
Manager, Buddy Wihone, and Hinerangi 
Puru for all the hard work they put into the 
application process. If you would like to 
know more about the project contact Buddy  
Wihone on 09 409 5741 or email 
buddy.wihone@msn.com. 

Nga Koiwi o Kupe  
In January over 100 kaumatua from throughout 
Taitokerau gathered at Waipuna to talk about 
nga koiwi o Kupe. In 1967 a discovery of 18 
koiwi were found by a Chinese scientist on the 
island of Maupiti.  Carbon dating put the 
remains in the period between 600 – 800 AD. 
A waka and other taonga of Maori were also 
found. Hekenukumai Busby and Patu Hohepa 
supported by Peter Thomas spoke of a visit to 
Maupiti in 2009. The hui discussed 
whanaungatanga between the Pacific nations 
and the desire to take the take around 
Aotearoa. There was also a degree of 
skepticism due to the lack of a robust 
identification and confirmation process. Kupe’s 
whakatauki, Hei konei rā e te puna i te ao 
mārama. Ka hoki anga nui ake nei tēnei, e 
kore anō e hoki anga nui mai”. was also 
recalled. The hui was notified that two koiwi 
are already in Aotearoa. Hone Taimona spoke 
about the intentions of Pakanae Marae to bury 
these koiwi and the hui lent their support. 
There was a general consensus that the 
remaining koiwi should be left where they are. 
Te Rarawa hopes to lead the next phase to 
undertake further investigation. 
 

Good Deeds 
We would also like to acknowledge the  
person that has offered his expert services to 
repaint the roof of the Wharenui for free. This 
person wishes to remain anonymous. We 
thank you for your contribution to the ongoing 
maintenance of our marae. 

 
Top: Te Kara o Niu 
Tirini which has been 
flying in Panguru 
since the marae was 
built.  
 
Bottom: Kaumatua 
gathered to discuss 
nga koiwi o Kupe 
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Taiao Marae 
 

Ko Taiao Makora te maunga 
Ko Awaroa ko Rotokakahi nga awa 

Ko Kahi ko Mataatua nga whare 
Ko Te Huhu te tupuna 

Ko Te Uri-o-Tai te hapu 

 Motuti Marae 
 

Ko Tamatea te maunga 
Ko Waipapa te awa 

Ko Hokianga te moana 
Ko Ngati Te Maara, Ngati Tamatea nga hapu 
Ko Motuti te marae, Ko Tamatea te whare nui 

Graduation 
 

Mel Collings recently graduated with her 
Doctorate of Philosophy in Molecular  
Biology, from the University of Auckland.  
She was born in Auckland, but has her 
roots in Pawarenga; she is the 
granddaughter of Amy Morris, nee Lee, 
and the great granddaughter of Raiha Lee, 
nee Hunia.  Mel now works at the 
University of Auckland, in the School of 
Biological Sciences, teaching first year 
students. She is working towards setting up 
her own research projects.   
 

Mel recently helped out with the inaugural 
Noho Taiao held by Te Runanga o  
Te Rarawa giving the students the benefit 
of her experience of university and the  
sciences.  She said that she started off just 
wanting to go to university. The interest in 
molecular biology came later. 

 

An honour for Reyne 
 

Recently Reyne Hepi was invited to 
Government House in Auckland to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. A 
NZ  
Correspondence School student, he was 
one of about 30 youth representatives. 
Son of Desire’e and John Upperton, 
Reyne is a mokopuna of Joseph 
Andrews, from Motuti. Distinguished 
guests included Governor General Sir, 
Anand Satyanand,  Sir Donald 
McKinnon, UNICEF NZ Director Dr John 
Angus,  Human Rights Commissioner 
Rosslyn Noonan, and former Children’s  

Commissioners Roger McClay, and Dr Ian 
Hassall.  Reyne, says it was an honour to be 
the only Far North representative at the 
celebration.   

Three new  houses have recently appeared on 
the marae at Motuti. Watch this space. 
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Waiparera Marae   

Ko Ngatokimatawhaorua te waka 
Ko Tauwhare, Ko Pukerangatira nga 

maunga 
Ko Hokianga te awa 

Ko Te Moana-nui-a-kiwa te moana 
Ko Nukutawhiti te whare tupuna 

Ko Ruamamao te wharekai 
Ko Waiparera te marae 

 

 

Owhata Marae 
 

Ko Te Rawhitiroa te maunga 
Ko Puhata Wairere te awa 

Ko Owhata te wahapu 
Ko Nga-Tai-o-e Uru te moana 
Ko Kingi Hori te whare tupuna 

Ko Maraea te whare kai 
Ko Ngati Torotoroa, ko Tahukai, ko Te Popoto nga hapu 

New Delegate for Waiparera 
Marino Bercic 
Waiparera Marae has elected Marino Bercic as their 
new delegate to Te Runanga o Te Rarawa.  Marino 
is the son of Steve and Teresa Bercich nee Pakinga.  
While he was born in Whangarei and lives there 
now, he has been involved with whanau in Rangi 
Point all his life.   
 
Marino has five children and works for Te Ropu 
Taurima o Manukau, an organisation that cares for 
people with intellectual disabilities.  Marino says he 
is feeling his way for now but hopes to be able to 
bring back information to the hapu level about where 
the iwi is heading. 

 
Education achievement for Owhata 
 

Clara Kiikoro (nee Heke) successfully completed a 
Bachelor of Maori Education (Tapiri) at Te Wananga o 
Awanuiarangi, Whakatane recently.  She graduates in 
May and hopes to continue studies to complete her 
Masters. Clara, who is in retirement, has worked in 
education all her life.  She is currently doing teacher 
relief work.  She believes that there is  always 
something new to learn.  
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Ngai Tupoto Marae 
 

Ko Rakautapu te 
maunga 

Ko Tapuwae te awa 
Ko Hokianga te moana 
Ko Ngahuia te whare 

Things have been busy over the summer at 
the marae with a wedding, unveilings, 
birthdays, a tai tamariki hui, cemetery 
cleaning, church painting and re-roofing. 
 

Invitation to attend church centenary 
Ngai Tupoto will be celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of Our Lady of the Assumption 
Church on Sunday 4th April 2010. Located at 
the marae on Motukaraka Point Rd, on the 
Hokianga Harbour, the Ngai Tupoto whanau 
invite you to share the day with them to mark 
this special occasion.  The day will begin with 
mass at 11.00am followed by a powhiri at the 
marae and hakari.  A book has been written 
to mark the occasion and will be launched at 
the celebrations. Any whanau who are 
looking for a job on the day let us know.  Nau 
mai haere mai. 
 

Noho Taiao 
Ngai Tupoto Marae hosted the Noho Taiao 
for tai tamariki over the summer. It was 
fantastic to host 30 young people from marae 
across the rohe and see the talent and spirit 
among them. The participants came from 10 
different schools across Northland, Auckland,  
Te Waipounamu, and even Australia. The 
four day hui showed how science is relevant 
to our every day lives and focused on  
environmental issues facing the iwi. Thanks 
to all who lent a hand. 

Congratulations to two of our young Ngai 
Tupoto people who are among the student 
leaders at Northland College for 2010.  
Aidan Quitta (Cassidy whanau) is Head 
Boy and Tawini White (Vujcich whanau) is 
Deputy Head Girl. 
 

Left: 
Noho Taiao participants 
and supporters modelling 
their t-shirts before their 
departure from the marae 
after the four day noho. 

Above: Waiata practice, Noho Taiao  

School leaders 
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Korou Kore Marae 
Ko Tinana te waka  

Ko Whangatauatia te maunga  
Ko Karirikura te moana  
Ko Ngati Moroki te hapu 
Ko Ngati Moroki te whare 
Ko Wikitoria Te Wharekai  

Ko Te Rarawa te iwi. 

Mauri ora e nga tangata o Te Rarawa, he 
mihi tino nui ki a koutou katoa. Things have 
been busy over the summer with the marae 
being fully booked and a number of groups 
being hosted including noho Taiao ropu of 
Te Rarawa.  

Korou Kore Marae Contacts 
 

Bookings: Edna Murray  (09) 4093034 
Secretary: Michelle Kemp (09) 408 0141 michelle@terarawa.co.nz 
Treasurer: Daphne Neho (09) 408 0119 
Chairman: Syd Nathan    (09) 408 2656 sidntuinathan@xtra.co.nz 
  

 For all other queries contact our Wahine Toa on (09) 409 4719 

We got a week’s break in February so 
the komiti was able to organise a 
working bee to have the lawns mowed 
and the outside cleaned up as well as 
a stock take of our kitchen equipment. 
 
 We recently participated in the Ngati 
Kahu Festival by putting a touch team 
forward. Kia ora to our whanau who 
played on the day. Our komiti meets 
every second Tuesday of the month 
so if you whakapapa to Korou Kore 
nau mai haere mai ki to matou hui-a-
marama. This year our committees 
are focusing on the completion of our 
mattress/storage area and a covered 
walk way. We also want to complete 
our hapu plan.  Ma te wa. Korou Kore 
Marae Komiti. 

Left:  
Noho Taiao  
participants were 
hosted at the 
marae for lunch 
after a visit to 
Tauroa. 

Top: 
Korou Kore 
whanau in front 
of Ngati Moroki. 
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Te Hiku Agreement in Principle signed at Roma Marae, January 16th 2010
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Te Hiku Agreement in Principle signed at Roma Marae, January 16th 2010 
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 Major progress with Te Hiku Treaty Claims 

Several years of hard work by the five Te 
Hiku iwi was rewarded with the signing of a 
Te Hiku agreement in Principle at Roma 
Marae, Ahipara on the 16th January. More 
than 600 people attended the signing which 
was undertaken on a very hot day. The 
event was well organised and concluded 
with a beautiful kai.  It consisted of a range 
of kaimoana and other delicacies served as 
finger food.  Many thanks to the team from 
Roma Marae and Manaaki Solutions for all 
their hard work in putting the event together. 
 
Te Hiku o Te Ika Forum was set up in June 
of 2008 to work through the collective Treaty 
claim interests of Te Aupouri, Te Rarawa, 
Ngai Takoto, Ngati Kuri and Ngati Kahu.  
The respective iwi had been trying 
unsuccessfully to resolve outstanding treaty 
claims for a number of years and it was 
necessary to come together to work through 
shared and overlapping interests.  The 
Forum is made up of three representatives 
from each of the Iwi negotiations’ teams. 
While there are a few outstanding issues, 
the Forum and the Crown have progressed 
matters to the stage where an agreement in 
principle could be signed in January.  A 
number of hui-a-iwi were held in the Far 
North and in Auckland in the lead up. This 
AIP deals with shared and overlapping 
interests and the commercial aspects of 
settlement.  Other cultural redress for Te 
Rarawa will be dealt with at an iwi level.  
 
Where to from here? 
 
A Te Rarawa settlement 
The signing of a Te Hiku AIP has cleared 
the way for the five iwi to move their 
individual settlements forward.  Te Rarawa 
will work towards a deed of settlement 
during 2010 which will encompass the 
shared aspects agreed to in the Te Hiku AIP 
and the matters that are specific to us.  Te 
Rarawa will be convening hui to further 
discuss the details of the agreements and 
process in the coming months.    

Overview of the Agreement 
in Principle: 
 
Quantum & Interest 
 A total cash figure (quantum) of $120m. 
 To be allocated to the five iwi by  

agreement. 
 Additional non-compounding interest 

from the signing of the AIP. 
 An on-account payment of 20% of 

quantum $24m when deeds of 
settlement are signed. 

Note: This figure includes $24M to be used 
for the transfer of 7 farms. 
 
Farm Properties 
Transfer of seven Crown-owned farms to 
various Te Hiku iwi including: 
 Te Paki Station, Cape View, Te Raite, 

Sweetwaters, Te Karae,  
 Rangiputa, Kohumaru. 
 Transfer amount $24M. 
 Allocation by iwi agreement. 
 

Aupouri State Forest 
 Transfer Aupouri Crown Forest  

Licensed Lands to Te Hiku Iwi  
negotiated. 

 Land to be transferred to an interim 
holding body.  

 A mana whenua process will be 
undertaken to determine land 
allocation. 

 Te Hiku iwi will receive accumulated 
rentals of approx $10M (Note: These 
monies are for iwi settlements and are 
currently held by Crown Forestry Rental 
Trust, not the Crown.) 

 Te Hiku iwi will receive any NZEU/
Carbon credits. 

 Issues of public access and protection 
of sites of ecological significance still to 
be worked out. 

 
Right of First Refusal 
 169 year Right of First Refusal over 

Crown properties in Te Hiku region. 
 Iwi developed process to determine 

allocation of surplus lands in future.  
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 Overview of the Agreement in principle cont. 

Te Oneroa A Tohe/Ninety Mile Beach 
 Recognition of the historical and cultural 

significance of Te Oneroa a Tohe. 
 A Co-Governance Statutory Board to be 

set up over the beach.   
 Comprise equal number of Iwi and 

Crown representatives. 
 Chaired by iwi on a rotating basis. 
 Decision-making powers to develop and 

implement management plan. 
 Consistent with current regulatory  
 arrangements  
 Focus on restoration of the beach. 
 Concession income [e.g. Tourist bus 

Operators] tagged for use on the beach. 
 Retain right to confirm our ownership. 

Te Ara Wairua and Te Rerenga Wairua 
 Acknowledge in statute the role of Te 

Hiku Iwi as kaitiaki over Te Ara Wairua. 
 Confirm kaitiaki status of Ngati Kuri and 

other iwi over Te Rerenga Wairua.  
 Make provision for the vesting of 75 

hectares of land as an historic reserve at 
Te Rerenga Wairua. 

 

Social Development Accord  
 Establish high-level treaty relationship 

post-settlement between Te Hiku iwi and 
the Crown. 

 Co-design of new mechanism that 
recognises iwi mana and rangatiratanga 
in the prioritisation of Crown spending. 

 Aim to improve social development 
outcomes for Te Hiku whanau 

Te Rarawa team win inaugural Ki-o-Rahi Iwi Bowl 
Recent Waitangi sporting celebrations  
finished on a high note with the completion of 
the inaugural Waitangi Ki-o-rahi Iwi Bowl 
tournament. Ki-o Rahi is a traditional Maori 
ball game. Kaumatua present claimed it had 
been over seventy years since the last ki-o-
rahi competition was played between iwi 
teams in the North. Teams from Ngapuhi, 
Ngati Wai, Raukawa, Te Rarawa and Ngati 
Hine took part.  In the final Te Rarawa and 
host team Ngati Hine squared off after  
impressive pool game results and both 
teams produced non-stop action and intense 
team plays in the deciding game.  

Te Rarawa blitzed their opponents in the 
first quarter, scoring eighteen unanswered 
points. Despite a determined fight back 
from Ngati Hine, Te Rarawa notched up a 
well deserved 27-15 win to become the 
Waitangi Bowl champions. The team from 
Te Rarawa was coached by Paulette Lewis 
and captained by Robbie Bristowe. Te 
Rarawa players included Gemma Fleet, 
Matiu Graham, Te Ruawai Herbert-Brown, 
Eden Cherrington, Monte Pawa, Zephyr 
Heteraka, Robbie Bristowe, Kaiaua Te 
Wara, Carol Graham, Jess Fleet, Hohua 
Steedman, Ricky Toby, Callie Corrigan, 
Tracey, and Helena Nathan. 

Left: 
Team photo 
 
Madeleine Ware,  
Photographer  
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 Historical Claims Research: Whenua Ngahere land 
 

Te Rarawa signed an Agreement in Principle with the Crown in 2007 which included a new 
proposal called Whenua Ngahere.  The Crown agreed to work with Te Rarawa to design a 
new governance regime which would recognise the manawhenua of Te Rarawa over all the 
conservation land in our rohe and create a platform for co-governance and co-management.  
With the recent signing of the Te Hiku Agreement in Principle covering shared and 
overlapping interests of the five northern iwi we will now be able to make progress with the 
design of this new model. 
 

The conservation lands in the rohe of Te Rarawa are made up of 85 blocks with a total area 
29028 ha.  68 blocks are relatively small and not joined up with each other.  27 blocks in six 
distinct clusters make up 93% or over 27000 ha.  Lands have been divided in to three 
categories based on mana whenua and overlapping interests: 

 Te Rarawa Whenua Ngahere i te taiao (17076 ha) (exclusive Te Rarawa 
manawhenua) 

 Maungataniwha Whenua Ngahere i te taiao (11722 ha) (overlapping interests with 
Ngapuhi and Ngati Kahu) 

 Te Oneroa a Tohe Whenua Ngahere i te taiao (300 ha) (Overlapping interests with 
Ngai Takoto) 

 

 Warawara 6943 ha includes:  
Te Kauaeruruwahine, Waihou Lower,  
Otangaroa, Te Takanga, Rotokakahi, Waireia 
 

Motukaraka 1105 ha includes:  
Motukaraka West, Tapuwae, Paponga  
 

Kahakaharoa 500 ha  includes:  
Kahakaharoa, Te Pouahi  

Tauroa/ Ahipara 3262 ha includes:  
Ahipara, Epakauri, Tauroa 
 

Herekino/ Manukau/ Orowhana  
4406 ha    

Maungataniwha/ Mangamuka  
10901 ha  includes: Maungataniwha,  
Mangataipa, Raetea, Pukemiro 

Included below are some examples of how a few of the blocks were lost.   
 

Warawara  
Warawara is made up of a number of blocks and nearly 18,000 acres. The hearings for Te Kauae
-o-Ruru-Wahine purchases were concluded in 1875.  The negotiations were undertaken through 
an interpreter and Te Rarawa speakers dealt with him as an agent of the Crown.  Verbal 
assurances were given that the ownership of the timber and other resources on the land would be 
retained.  These assurances were pivotal to a sale being agreed to.  Over a period of years a 
number of other blocks were acquired by the Crown and included to form the Warawara block, 
including about 1000 acres of the Waireia Block.   
 

Te Rarawa hapu continued to access resources from the Warawara after the sales including 
timber for the building of houses, fences, churches and a marae, and the extraction of gum to 
provide whanau income until 1903 when gum digging regulations put a stop to it. In 1885 the 
Warawara was gazetted as a State Forest under the Land and Surveys Dept.  In 1922 it 
transferred to the newly formed Forest Service.   
 

From 1903 attempts to have the situation remedied through MPs began.  A series of meetings 
were held and a formal petition was lodged in 1924.  The petition was heard by the Native Land 
Court, but the judge found it difficult to accept the validity of the claim because the claimants had 
taken so long to bring the matter forward.  He accepted that it was probable that there was an  
understanding that the Crown would allow the taking of “a bit of timber for a church or some 
whares or fences of for making some canoes,” but he dismissed the claim that the ownership of 
the timber was valid and made no recommendation.  
 

Milling began in earnest in 1967.  This continued through until 1974 after 8.5M board feet of 
timber had been extracted. The Warawara was then recommended as a conservation area with a 
sanctuary being set up in 1979 and an ecological area established in 1982.  In 1984 Warawara 
was included as part of the Northland Forest Park and in 1987 the NZ Forest Service was 
disestablished and the Warawara was transferred to the Dept of Conservation. Te Rarawa hapu 
have carried a grievance in relation to the Warawara for more than 130 years.   
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Motukaraka  
In 1897 the Motukaraka block was 
investigated by the Native Land Court at 
Rawene and it was divided into 2 separate 
blocks.  Motukaraka West B was vested in 
2 trustees, namely Nui Hare and the Chief  
Surveyor of Auckland, for the express  
purpose, of selling it to pay for the survey 
costs of the Motukaraka and Tapuwae 
Blocks.   In 1915 Motukaraka West B 
Block was transferred to the Crown for 
£968 and subsequently declared Crown 
land by way of proclamation.  Ngai Tupoto 
received no monies.    

Tapuwae Scenic reserve 
The Tapuwae block was an area of over 
8000 acres, half of which was transferred 
in to Crown ownership in the 1880s.  A 
Crown charge was placed over Tapuwae 3 
Block to cover survey fees.  It was further 
subdivided into 3 separate blocks known 
as Tapuwae 3A (529 acres), Tapuwae 3B 
(485 acres) and Tapuwae 3C Block (25 
acres).  Only Tapuwae 3C Block was 
returned to Maori ownership by the Crown.  
Tapuwae 3A Block became a scenic  
reserve and was declared Crown land in 
1897.   
 

Epakauri and Te Tauroa 
The Epakauri and Te Tauroa blocks were 
amongst the many acquired by the Crown 
under the Native Land Act 1873.  Because 
land purchase officers pre-empted the 
Court’s investigations, records detailing 
ownership interests were poor.  The blocks 
were investigated by the Native Land 
Court at Ahipara on 4 November 1875. 
The presiding Judge in the case was F. E. 
Manning, and the area involved 10,510 
and 1600 acres respectively. 
 

During the investigation the claimants 
indicated they wanted only ten owners 
listed on the title. A fuller list could not be 
made out due to disputes regarding their 
respective rights.  The hearing was 
adjourned with the dispute left 
unresolved.  Manning later noted that the 
problems with the case had occurred due 
to the presence of Native Land Purchaser  
Officers and suggested they should not 
be present during hearings.  In the  
meantime he refused to re-open hearings 
until it was agreed that the names of all  
interested owners would be submitted.  

The case was adjourned until 1877 when 
two names were provided for Epakauri 
and one for Te Tauroa on behalf of Ngati 
Kuri, while Te Rarawa gave two for 
Epakauri and three for Te Tauroa.  The 
blocks were transferred to the Crown for 
4d an acre.  Tamana was paid prior to the 
blocks being surveyed or passed through 
the Native Land Court, and there was no 
process to establish the rightful owners of 
the land. The Crown failed to keep its 
promise a mutually beneficial alliance  
between Maori and the Crown.  Epakauri 
was gazetted as a kauri gum reserve in 
the late 1890s, and most of the blocks 
are currently in the DOC estate. 
 

Kahakaharoa 
Kahakaharoa is a sand hill area on the 
West Coast running through to the  
Hokianga Harbour.  It contains a number 
of wahi tapu, including Te Puna ki 
Hokianga, and served as a gateway to 
the moana and its resources beyond.   
 

The area came to the attention of Judge 
Prichard of the Native land Court in 1945. 
In a report to the Native Department,  
Kahakaharoa was described as useless 
and dangerous, with drifting sand 
encroaching on useful lands.  At a 
meeting of the owners, they resolved to 
gift the land to the Crown. They only 
asked that their access to the sea be 
maintained and that several wahi tapu be 
reserved to them. But the law precluded 
the Crown from acquiring Maori land 
except at Government valuation. The 
Crown insisted that the alienation of 
Kahakaharoa be a straight out sale.  The 
owners now resolved that if they were to 
sell it the proceeds should be used for 
marae and community improvements.  
The owners also wanted several wahi 
tapu excluded and access rights to the 
sea and the foreshore for fishing and 
‘picnicking’ to a depth of three chains. In 
addition, if any lime deposits were found 
they should be operated for the benefit of 
the local Maori farming community.  It 
appears that over the drawn out course of 
the negotiations, Kahakaharoa was 
subdivided into three parts. The 
government in the end only acquired 
Kahakaharoa A, more than 1060 acres 
which is now part of the  
conservation estate and known as Te 
Pouahi. 
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Rāhui at Tauroa:  By Tame Mare  
This was the beginning of a very historic and momentous day for me, as well 
as a number of Te Rarawa hapū and whānau that attended.  Perhaps I had 
better go back a few steps.  Te Runanga o te Rarawa decided to address the 
issues around the depletion of kaimoana stocks at Tauroa, especially paua, 
and called for a rāhui for the taking of kaimoana.  This of course created an 
uproar. Who was the Runanga to tell us what to do?  
 

After controversial statements in the Northland Age and on Te Hiku  
Radio there was some lively debate amongst young and old.  A hui-a-Iwi at 
Roma Marae generated good kōrero, and the ok was given to form a 
committee to put together a rāhui strategy and to look at mātaitai management 
of our takutaimoana.  There were the usual skeptics but it was onwards and 
upwards.  All our takutai hui were held at Wainui.  Patau Tepania was elected 
chairman and the committee included Abe Witana, Tame Mare, Haami Piripi, 
Rose Peri-Graham, Ellen Graham, Heeni Porter, Jasmine Pirini, Peti Mclean, 
Hine King, Danny Graham, Pita Kelly, Rob Lee, Hori Waata, Sandy 
Murupaenga, Rongo Bentson, Hohepa Hapakuku, Cliff Parker, Reuben Porter, 
Sabo, Gerald King, Syd Nathan, George Nathan, Reuben Porter, Paula Harris, 
Hohepa Hapakuku, Laurie Austen, Gerald Te Paa, Hori Kingi. 
 

Data was gathered to provide a foundation.  Heaps of information was put out 
there to promote our initiative.  At our final hui-a-iwi at Roma, it was agreed 
that a rahui according to tikanga Māori be placed between Te Omu at the 
northern end and Te Aho to the south for an initial period of six months from 
November 09 to May 2010. Now to make it happen! We had to make sure that 
the public and all Iwi were made aware of it to ensure that the rahui would help 
to sustain ngā taonga o Tangaroa for our mokopuna.  I must congratulate all 
those people who helped to make the rāhui happen.   
 

On the morning of the rahui we met at 3am at Te Kōhanga for karakia.  Quite a 
big crowd and everyone ready to move; still a few stragglers’ headlights 
coming but karakia done and all go.  We were tail end Charlie just in case 
someone broke down.  At around 4am about 50 of us got to the pou at Te Aho.  
After Hariata did the karanga Pita and Patau unveiled the pou in a very moving 
ceremony.  Inoi o nehe ra, karakia ki te Atua, just a light, light rain, roimata 
māturuturu, then on to the next pou at Te Omu.  By quarter past five we were 
back at the Korou Kore Marae for breakfast.  A cup of coffee and a quick look 
at my watch and I remember my mokopuna still asleep and waiting for me.   
 

Everyone has a responsibility to make the rahui work and those who break it 
must take responsibility for their actions.  Ka pai e ngā hapū o Ahipara me ngā 
whanaunga o tēnā rohe o tēnā rohe huri noa i Te Hiku. 

Right:  Kaumatua 
Tame Mare and 
Eru Harawira at 
the unveiling of 
the pou marking 
the Tauroa rāhui. 

Left:  Patau  
Tepania showing 
tai tamariki from 
the Noho Taiao 
the rāhui over the 
summer. 
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Digital photography and paper conservation workshop 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Te Rarawa recently hosted a digital 
photography and paper conservation 
workshop.  Experts from Te Papa provided 
the two day workshop for participants from 
various marae.  The workshop focused on the 
use of a digital camera and how to take 
quality photos of taonga.  It included care for 
and storage of paper documents and 
photographs at home and on the marae. The 
free workshop was run in partnership with 
National Services Te  
 

Paerangi, Te Puni Kōkiri, and Te Runanga 
o Te Rarawa. 
The workshop focused on basic theory and 
techniques behind capturing good quality 
copies with a digital camera, techniques 
and methods for the care and storage of 
paper taonga, and how to make 
appropr ia te  s torage conta iners. 
Participants were encouraged to bring 
photographs, paper documents and their 
digital camera. 

Left 
Some of the  
workshop participants 
and Te Papa personnel.  

  

Business Development role 
 

Te Waka Pupuri Putea Ltd (TWPPL) is the  
asset holding company for Te Rarawa wholly 
owned by Te Runanga o Te Rarawa.  
Governed by a board of five, the company has 
a goal to build a sustainable economic base 
that will support Te Rarawa and its vision for 
the future. TWPPL is gearing up for the 
upcoming Treaty claims settlement. It 
currently oversees a small portfolio of 
fisheries, property and waste management 
investments.  With the settlement this portfolio 
will be considerably enhanced as the 
company will be responsible for the 
development of all iwi commercial assets 
including cash and properties.  Te Waka  
Pupuri Putea Ltd is looking for an enthusiastic 
and skilled person to lay the foundations for 
the economic future for  Te Rarawa.  

The ideal person will: 
 Have a relevant tertiary qualification. 
 Have business or iwi development  

 experience. 
 Have good analytical skills 
 Have good organisational skills. 
 Have excellent communication skills both 

oral and written 
 Be passionate about iwi development. 
 Be comfortable working with Te Rarawa at 

an iwi, hapu and whanau level 
 

Interested candidates should send a CV to 
the company chairman at 
toreatai@xtra.co.nz before 23rd April 2010.  
For an outline job description or any queries 
please email as above.  
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Te Rarawa Scholarships for 2011 
 
Are you entering or currently enrolled in tertiary education? 
 
Applications for Te Rarawa Scholarships open 1st September 2010 and close no later than 4pm on 
Friday 5th November 2010. 
 
Download an application form and guidelines from the website www.terarawa.co.nz or call Te 
Runanga o Te Rarawa on (09) 408 1971 for more information. 
 
Please note that you must be registered with Te Rarawa to apply. 

Na te Heamana 
 

Ka rere taku manu ki te wai nui, ki te wai roa, ki te 
whakakikii, ki te whakakakaa.  Ka tu te rupe ki tai hei 
kaimatakitaki hei karere mo te hunga ora, tehei mauriora. 

I am delighted to report on the significant milestone that was recently reached at Ahipara 
where an Agreement in Principle was signed between the Crown and the five Te Hiku iwi.  
The agreement quantifies the progress we have made on the issues that are important to us 
as hapu and iwi. This will allow us to consolidate our gains and achieve further progress in 
our cultural and   historical redress.  This will also fulfil one of our strategic objectives laying 
out a foundation for future development. Right now we need to engage further with you all 
to update our iwi register.  This will empower our marae communities to regenerate kaitiaki 
activities and to gain opportunities for economic and political progress.  I therefore urge you 
to spread the word among your whanau so that we reach out to Te Rarawa whanau wher-
ever they are.  The last census listed 15000 Te Rarawa people but we think there are more 
than 30000.  We have much work to do to reach our full potential both in terms of our peo-
ple power and our asset holdings.  I want to encourage iwi members to use our new website 
to access historical and cultural information to build up your knowledge of our hapu, marae 
and history. The Runanga is committed to providing the infrastructure required to sustain a 
quality of life for all of our people wherever they may be. 
 

Na reira whakapiri mai, whakatata mai, kia tu rangatira ai tatou i runga i te mana me te tapu 
a o tatou matua tupuna. 

Haami Piripi re-elected as Chairman  
 

Sitting Chairman, Haami Piripi was re-elected for a second 
three year period at the triennial elections held late in 
2009. Two candidates sought the position including Haami 
and Katie Murray from Rangikohu Marae.    

 
New Kaitaia Recycling centre opened 
 

Recently Te Rarawa joined with CBEC and  
invited guests to officially open the new Kaitaia  
Recycling Centre.  The centre is part of the joint  
venture, known as Clean Stream Northland  
between the iwi and CBEC which operates the 
waste management and recycling services for the 
northern half of the Far North District. The contract 
was recently renewed after an open tender round. 
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 Whakamaharatanga 
 

Me mihi kau ake ki te hunga kua hoki ki te kainga tuturu mo tatou te tangata.  Ko ratou ena i 
hoki wairua atu ki Hawaikinui, Hawaikiroa, Hawaikipamamao.  No reira haere e nga mate 
haere, haere atu ra. 

Te Rarawa: Mika Robson 
Te Kotahitanga: Annie Kira 

Rangikohu: Teresa Leefe (nee Lloyd) 
Te Arohanui: Te Otene Pihema, Paul Makene, Shannon Tahere 

Pateoro: Martha Barber (nee Pihema), David Arona, Helen Madison 
Ngai Tupoto: Malcolm Walters, Eva Woodgate, Ada Beckham, Galvin Toki 

Manukau: Roy Rider, Celina Smith (nee Tatana), Geneva Matiu (nee Smith), Angela Tatana 
Ohaki: Tim Rudolph, Maria Waipouri, Mihi Masters, Danny Waipouri, Joseph Waipouri 
Pukemiro: Basil Pickering, Phyllis Harrison, Tony Perry, Polly Paratene, Tuohu Rutene 

Roma: Alfreda Hamuera Vaka, Isa Beatrice Davis (nee Murray) 
Ngati Manawa: Jack Tainui 
Te Uri o Hina: Sid Busby 
Motuti: Francis Andrews 
Whangape: Tipu Murray 
Waihou: Robert Te Hira 

Wainui: Horo Rider 
 

Also: Jean Subritzky, Charles Bartman, Janey Marsden,  
Rihi Wallace, Wally White, Carol Wiki 

 

Centennial Mass, Totara Point, 1938  
The Most Reverend John Panico DD greets Tamaho Maika, and kuia Ngapiu while Toki 
Pangari looks on.  Over 5000 people attended the celebrations marking the hundred 
anniversary of Bishop Pompallier's first mass in Aotearoa.  Ngapiu was more than 100 
years old in 1938 and recalled Bishop Pompallier in her youth. Photo: Toki Whanau 

Nga ra i mua 
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NGA MARAE O TE RARAWA 
Korou Kore Marae, Ahipara 
Delegate: Sid Nathan 
Phone: (09) 4082656 
       
Matihetihe Marae, Mitimiti  
Delegate: John Tahana 
Phone: (09) 408 7866 
 
Morehu Marae, Pawarenga  
Delegate: Frank Herbert 
Phone: (09) 4095380 
 
Motuti Marae, Motuti  
Delegate: Joanie Daniels 
Phone: 027 6814103 
    
Ngai Tupoto Marae, Motukaraka  
Delegate: Wendy Henwood 
Phone: (09) 4057857 
 
Ngati Manawa Marae, Panguru  
Delegate: Mina Pomare-Peita 
Phone: (09) 4095344 
  
Wainui Marae, Wainui 
Delegate: Tame Murray  
Phone: (09) 4092073 
 
Ohaki Marae, Pawarenga  
Delegate: Sam Tecklenburg 
Phone: (09) 4080900 
   
Owhata Marae, Owhata  
Delegate: Ra Heke 
Phone: (09) 4095528 
   
Pateoro Marae, Te Karae  
Delegate: Maide Koroi 
021 12920279 
   
Pikiparia Marae, Kohukohu  
Delegate: Patariki Briggs 
Phone: (09) 4055577 
 
Rangikohu Marae, Herekino  
Delegate: Katie Murray 
Phone: (09) 4093405 

Roma Marae, Ahipara  
Delegate: Catherine Davis 
Phone: (09) 4094126 
 
Taiao Marae, Pawarenga  
Delegate: Malcolm Peri 
Phone: (09) 4095101 
 
Tauteihiihi Marae, Kohukohu  
Delegate: Maiki Smith 
Phone:  (09) 4055826 
 
Te Arohanui Marae, Mangataipa  
Delegate: Jemima Winikerei 
Phone: (09) 4019920  
 
Te Kotahitanga Marae, Whangape  
Delegate: Richard Murray 
Phone: (09) 4080900 
 
Te Rarawa Marae, Pukepoto  
Delegate: Dixon Motu 
Phone: (09) 4082216 
 
Te Uri o Hina Marae, Pukepoto  
Delegate: John Walsh 
Phone: (09) 4094748 
 
Waihou Marae, Waihou  
Delegate: Turi Te Hira 
Phone: 0272809450 
 
Waiparera Marae, Rangi Point  
Delegate: Marino Bercic 
Phone: 09 435 5252 
 
Waipuna Marae, Panguru  
Delegate: Abraham Witana 
Phone: 0272243160 
 
Whakamaharatanga Marae, Manukau 
Delegate: John McLean  
Phone: (09) 4084316 

Te Runanga O Te Rarawa PO Box 361, Kaitaia 
Phone: (09) 4081971; Fax: 4081998 

Toka Tumoana 24-26 Matthews Ave, PO Box 361, Kaitaia 
Phone: (09) 4081971, Fax: (09) 4081998 

Te Oranga 17 Matthews Ave, PO Box 341, Kaitaia 
Phone: (09) 4080141, Fax (09) 4080654 
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