
 

  

 

Featured in this edition 
 

 Noho Taiao held at Whangape. 

 Honouring of graduates at Motuti. 

 Events galore over the holiday period. 

 Te Rarawa scholarships. 

 

Te Kukupa 

Tai Tamariki and Ngati Haua whanau in front of Te Kotahitanga Marae, Whangape at the end of 
the Noho Taiao based at the marae over the summer. 

AUTUMN Edition,  

2011 



 

2 

Matihetihe Marae 
 

Ko Tarakeha te maunga 
Ko Moetangi te awa 

Ko Matihetihe te marae 
Ko Taomaui ko Hokokeha nga hapu 

Ko Te Rarawa te iwi 

 

Happy occasions 
We have had a number of happy events 
based at the marae over the summer months. 
We started with our annual fishing competi-
tion which drew a good crowd to the marae 
on the 29th December.  Over $7000 was 
raised going towards marae maintenance. 
This was followed by a wedding, a renewal  
of vows and two birthdays.  
 

Wedding 
The marriage of Victoria Swaanenbeck to 
Lawrence Martin took place on the 2nd Janu-
ary. Vicky is the daughter of the late Tui 
Swaanenbeck (nee Campbell), and Lawrence 
the son of Mai and Ellen Martin. There was a 
Hawaiian theme and the ceremony took place  

Right: 
Bridesmaids being  
chauffeured to the wedding  
Matihetihe-styles.  
 

Left: 
Victoria and Laurence and 
their wedding party. 
 
 

Below: 
Awaiting the arrival of the 
official party. 

Above: 
Mane Ratana who 
recently celebrated his 
70th birthday with 
friends and whanau. 

near Ngapipitoa rock just out from the marae 
over the creek. The official party was made up 
of Matron of Honour, Hilda Martin; brides-
maids, Tui and Shannol Swaanenbeck; flower 
girl, Francis Martin; Best Man, Jason Hita; 
groomsmen, Wayne Leef, and Joe Poutai; 
and page boy, Xavier Jordan.  
 

Huritau 
We celebrated the 30th birthday of Maihi 
Makiha on the 15th January. Maihi has a flair 
for decorating and has decorated our whare 
kai on many occasions. Whanau from near 
and far celebrated the 70th birthday of Mane 
Ratana on the 29th January, with his three 
daughters and whanau coming through from 
Otautahi. It was an excellent opportunity for 
reminiscing.  
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Taiao Marae 
 

Ko Taiao Makora te maunga 
Ko Awaroa ko Rotokakahi nga awa 

Ko Kahi ko Mataatua nga whare 
Ko Te Huhu te tupuna 
Ko Te Uri-o-Tai te hapu 

Noho Taiao 
Taiao Marae hosted the tai tamariki taking part in 
the Noho Taiao over the summer.  After a 
powhiri on to the marae, the ropu set off for  
Warawara under the direction of Chiefy Pirini.  
After they had been gone for about four hours 
they arrived back really hungry in time for the 
hakari that had been put on by the hunga 
kainga. It was good to see the kids from 
Pawarenga who were part of the ropu. 

Right: 
Some of the 
ropu take a rest 
at an outlook 
point high in the 
Warawara  
Forest. 
 
 
 
Far right: 
The ropu being 
welcomed on to 
Taiao Marae. 

Above: Curtis and Nicolina with whanau after the renewal of 
their vows. The official party consisted of bridesmaids, Hannah, 
Claire and Georgia Kendall, and Awa Bercic; groomsmen Noel 
John Martin and Zane Kendall; flower girls Ruby Kendall and 
Shelby Bercic; and page boy Aidan Bercic.   

Vow renewal  
Kurtis and Nicky Bercic (nee 
Kendall) came home from Syd-
ney to share a vow renewal 
with friends and whanau. They 
were married a few years ago 
in Whangarei but not many 
whanau had the opportunity to 
attend. Nicky is a mokopuna of 
Kura and Bully Kendall and 
Kurtis is the son of Ana Bercic 
and mokopuna of Tupu and 
Aneta Campbell. The ceremo-
ny was held overlooking the 
beach at Paparangi Drive and 
the kai hakari was held at the 
marae. 
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Waihou Marae 
 

Ko Te Reinga te maunga 
Ko Waihou-nui-a-rua te awa 

Ko Waimirirangi te whare tupuna 
Ko Waihou te marae 

Marena 
On the 5th of February we celebrated the mar-
riage of Margaret Ngaropo and Boosta Hati. 
This was a very special occasion for Waihou 
and the whanau. Nga mihi nui ki a raua. 

Noho marae 
We held our noho marae on the 18th of 
February. This was attended by a big ropu 
with a good mix of mokopuna, rangatahi, 
pakeke and kuia/kaumatua. The kaupapa 
was rohe potae, which is around mana 
whenua, mana moana, mana tangata. Our 
dates for noho later in the year are: April 15
-17 Waihou, May 20-22 Tamaki, and June 
17-19 Waihou. 
 

Tohu Matauranga Maori 
We have begun our journey with Awanuia-
rangi. Our first noho was held at Matai 
Aranui Marae in Whirinaki, a big contingent 
coming from Hokianga-ki-te Raki. The de-
gree has some interesting kaupapa includ-
ing whakapapa, maramataka and rangahau 
Maori. Whanau are getting stuck into their 
mahi. This three year degree is part of our 
succession planning. 
 

Tai Tokerau Sports Awards 
Waihou nominated Sivitha Boyce, daughter 
of John Boyce and mokopuna of Makarita 
and Joseph Boyce for the Tai Tokerau 
Sports Awards. Sivitha plays for the NZ 
Women’s Football Ferns (Soccer) at nation-
al and international level and has extraordi-
nary talent in this professional sport. We 
wish her all the best. 
 

Ko nga whakaahua tupuna 
Some of our proactive kuia and wahine 
have been very busy framing and hanging 
our tupuna photos in the whare hui, ko nga 
paatu e wha. It has been painstaking, en-
suring each whakaahua is placed, with tika, 
pono and aroha guiding their whakaritenga. 
This mahi is open to whanau involvement. 
All whakaaro is welcome. 
 

Website 
We now have or own website. It has korero 
about what’s happening at the marae, 
events, dates and photos.  Check it out!
www.waihoumarae.com.  
 

Waihou Marae Trust  
Eleven trustees were elected at a hui in Febru-
ary to representing the Waihou Trust. Trustees 
are: Chairperson, David Ngaropo; Secretary, 
Whina Te Whiu; Treasurer, Wayne Te Tai; Vice 
Secretary, Emma Frost; Vice Treasurer, Ma-
raea Broderick; Sylvester (Bully) Leef, Rangi 
(Tawi) Carmichael, Meri Hauiti, Steve Wijohn, 
Kim Leef, Athlene (Chicky) Rudkin. 
 

Komiti Wahine 
We also had the elections for our Komiti  
Wahine. They are: Chairperson, Shirley Frost;  
Secretary, Pare Te Whiu; Treasurer, Mere Te 
Tai. 
 

Short film 
Members of the marae were involved in the 
making of a short film. The story, about a child 
and a tohunga, was written by Rebecca Collins 
and filmed in Waihou. Budding actors were re-
cruited from Waihou. This film will premier at 
Waihou marae soon. None of the actors were 
hurt during the making of this film. 

Above: The official party outside our whare karakia. 

http://www.waihoumarae.com/
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Morehu Marae  

 

Ko Ongaro te maunga 
Ko Rotokakahi te awa 

Ko Kurahaupo te whare tupuna 
Ko Waiomionga te wharekai 

Ko Te Uri o Tai te hapu 

Morehu Marae fishing competition  
In the quiet settlement of Pawarenga on a 
warm January morning a total of 121 adult en-
tries and 31 children’s registrations were re-
ceived for the annual Morehu Marae fishing 
competition.  Although rain was forecast and 
numbers were down from last year’s competi-
tion, it turned out to be an excellent day for 
both recreational and competitive fishermen.  
Conditions proved particularly good with a 
number of trevally and kahawai caught.    
 

There were prizes for almost every fish you 
could imagine.  There was a total of $3085 in 
prize money up for grabs on the day.  This 
year the biggest prize of $500 for the average 
weight snapper went to 10 year old  
Carlos Herbert, son of Francis Herbert. He had 
the biggest smile on his face when he stood to 
collect his prize. Another big prize of $200 for 
the heaviest snapper also went to a young 
boy, Zennon Proctor, son of Mene and Terry 
Proctor.   
 

A big thank you to all the sponsors who gener-
ously donated prizes for the various fish cate-
gories and miscellaneous prizes.  Without your 
support this event would not be able to sustain 
itself.  I also acknowledge new sponsors who 
kindly donated this year.  In addition to prize 
money sponsorships, the marae received two 
rod and reel combo sets that were drawn for a 
boy and a girl from the children’s section and 
three mini rod and reel sets drawn for non-
winners of the kids section.  The marae also 
sponsored six combo sets that included a 
camping chair, fishing knife and pack of fishing 
hooks for non-winners of the $10 ticket holders 
section.   
 

A big thank you to the kaimahi including Mere-
ana and Sibo Pirini, Arna and Amos and Ta-
mati Adams, Thomas Proctor, Annie Waipouri, 
Pipi Campbell, Denise Proctor, Mene Proctor, 
Charlotte Whiu, Paulina Dunn, Temo Proctor, 
Leon Gordon, Helena Adams, Frank Herbert,  
 

Tipene and Quinton Connell, and Paora Proc-
tor. Other acknowledgements also go to Dave 
Cash (for koha of vegetables to sell for the 
marae), Helena Adams (for koha of plum 
sales for the marae), Mene Proctor (for koha 
of chippies to sell for the marae), Leon Gordon 
(for koha of hinu for the deep fried takeaway 
kai), Bronwyn Proctor (for use of her PA sys-
tem), Terry Proctor, Chiefy Pirini, Bobby Proc-
tor and other boat owners (for transporting 
people around the rocks). A special thanks to 
Temo Proctor and Leon Gordon for their cook-
ing and awesome service and kia ora to Rita 
and Dilly’s mokopuna for helping them out too. 
Lastly thanks to the Peri whanau for sharing 
their campsite with us on the day.  
 

This event provides an opportunity for whanau 
and friends to gather.  Importantly funds 
raised allow Morehu Marae to pay its annual 
insurance premiums.  Total profit for 2011 
fishing competition was just over $2,500. If 
you have any suggestions that may help or 
improve the fishing competition, please feel 
free to bring your suggestions to the Morehu 
Marae meeting, the first Monday of each 
month at 10am. Nau mai haere mai. We look 
forward to seeing you at next year’s competi-
tion.  Nga mihi mo tou manaakitanga mai. 



 

6 

 

Graduates from Motuti honoured 

I te whiwhinga o Pā Henare Tate ki tōna tohu 
Tākuta mai i te Whare Wānanga o Melbourne 
i te marama o Āperira 2010, ka oti i te whānau 
o Motuti kia kaua e whakanuia te toa takitahi 
engari te toa takitini.  Me karanga kē i ngā uri 
o Motuti kua whiwhi ki tētahi tohu o te mātau-
ranga kia hoki mai ki te kāinga kia kitea atu e 
ngā whānau o te kāinga, ā, kia whakanuia 
rātou e o rātou ake whānau o te kāinga. 
 

After Pā Henare Tate was honoured at Motuti 
for the completion of his doctorate last year, 
the community decided that it should also 
honour all the others that had achieved aca-
demic success. In December a major celebra-
tion honouring all those from Motuti that have 
achieved university degrees was held. Forty 
eight whanau members had been identified 
and 31 attended the celebrations. 

Kaupapa 
The kaupapa for the celebration was made up 
of five parts; celebrating whainga mātauranga 
(pursuit and attainment of higher levels of ed-
ucation), celebrating pūtake (root-beginnings - 
tūpuna, whakapapa, papakāinga), celebrating 
momo (characteristics handed down from 
tūpuna), celebrating kākano i ruia (seeds that 
were sown by tūpuna and kāinga), and cele-
brating kāwei (runners/tendrils that went out in 
different directions). To qualify for the celebra-
tions whanau members had to descend from 
mātua or tūpuna of Motuti and have achieved 
degrees (at least to bachelor level) from a uni-
versity or recognised tertiary institution in Ao-
tearoa or abroad.   
 

Ngā mihi o te whānau o Motuti ki Te Runanga 
o Te Rarawa me Te Wānanga o Aotearoa mō 
ngā āwhinatanga. 

Motuti Marae 
 

Ko Tamatea te maunga 
Ko Waipapa te awa 

Ko Hokianga te moana 
Ko Ngati Te Maara, Ngati Tamatea nga hapu 
Ko Motuti te marae, Ko Tamatea te whare nui 
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Listed below are the 31 Graduates who were 
present for the celebrations. 
Courney Davis: BA Māori 2010 BSc 2010; 
Emma Davis: BSc Nurs (Nursing); Rhoena 
Davis: MNurs (Hons) 1 of 50 nurse praction-
ers in NZ (highest level of nursing); Elizabeth 
Edith Gray: BSocSc (Applied Social Sci-
ence); Huia Haeata: BSocSc; Geremy Hema: 
BSc; Henare Howard: BA; Mark Lawrence: 
BPhEd- MBChB (Medicine and Surgery);  
Brian Lewis: BSc (Science); Hana Maxwell: 
BA; Piripi McLean: BA SocW (Social Work); 
Sarah Millsteed–McLean: BA: Michael 
Moka: BCom; Nicole Moka: BSocP (Social 
Practise); Elicia Pirini: BTeach; Joel Pirini: 
MBChB (Medicine and Surgery);  

Seddon Polglase: BSc (Science); Rachel 
Rapira: BHB Human Biology); Eliza Rika-
Heke: BHSc (Health Science); Makere Rika-
Heke: MArch (Masters in Archaeology);  
Paulette Ripikoi: BA Psych; Rawiri Robin-
son: BMātauranga Māori; Harriet Savage: 
BEd; Lincoln Savage: BEd; Marcus Koro 
Silbery:.Sc/PostGradDipCardiac ultrasonog-
raphy; Waipounamu Silbery: BBMM 
(Business Marketing Management); Dudley 
Tate Jnr: BNurs (Nursing); Richalene Te 
Wake: BMEd (Māori Education); Anna 
Tripp: BIC (International Communication); 
Cinnamon Whitlock: LLB (Law); Pā Henare 
Arekatera Tate: PhD.Systematic Theology. 

Celebrations 
The celebrations were held from 27-28  
December. Graduates and their whanau ar-
rived on the morning of 27th December for the 
pōwhiri at Tamatea.  They had come from all 
over the country.  They each wore the appro-
priate capping gown and various coloured 
rosettes and ribbons which identified which of 
our four principal tūpuna they descend from. 
The pride, satisfaction and sheer joy on their 
faces was obvious as the procession made 
its way into Tamatea and the graduates were 
presented to whānau and Iwi.  Each graduate 
was introduced by Kevin Robinson, CEO of 
Te Runanga o Te Rarawa, and a hunga 
kāinga of Motuti, to their local whānau. Haami 
Piripi, Chairman of the Runanga, presented 
each graduate with a certificate of recognition 
of achievement. They also received a folder 
containing their whakapapa from Tamatea,  

and from other tupuna, and their tatai to 
each other.  Much research had been done 
to provide them with their whakapapa, and 
their whānau history including details of their 
mātua and tūpuna from baptism, marriage 
and death registers dating back to the mid 
1800s.  Each one was given an audio-tape 
and words of Motuti waiata by Motuti com-
posers, and a copy of the Motuti-Tamatea 
booklet.  The celebrations also included a 
wānanga aspect including a visit to the pā of 
Tamatea, and a history presentation from on 
board a twin-hulled, double-decker jet boat 
with Pā Henare as guide.  A pod of dolphins 
greeted each of the two boat runs. The cele-
brations were a great success. Typical feed-
back from participants was; “I feel so hum-
bled and honoured to be part of a kaupapa 
like this.” 

Right: 
 

Graduates pose 
in front of  
Tamatea  
Whare after their  
presentations. 
 
Left: Next page 
 

Motuti graduates 
called into the 
Wharenui . 
 

Waiata and haka 
tautoko  
performed at the 
celebrations 
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Ngai Tupoto Marae 
 

Ko Rakautapu te maunga 
Ko Tapuwae te awa 

Ko Hokianga te moana 
Ko Ngahuia te whare 

Ko Ngai Tupoto te hapu 

Ngai Tupoto Scholarship winner 
Marlene Murray (nee Siosi), a mokopuna of 
Francis Hancy recently received the 2010  
Altrusa New Zealand Scholarship.  Marlene is 
the first Maori/Pacific Island person to be 
awarded the scholarship from this international 
women's service club in Christchurch. The 
award included attending a Next Step Centre 
for Women’s Development course at the Christ-
church Polytechnic to prepare for study towards 
a law degree over the next few years.  
 

“I intend to do well and use my degree to gain a 
position of influence to help my whanau and 
iwi. My heart has always been in Motukaraka, 
my love for the people and whenua is there. I 
have a fire in my belly in terms of wanting to  

give back to my hapu and marae. I know 
that it is through education and learning, 
that I can best help my children and wha-
nau to progress in tikanga Maori and get us 
off the poverty line.”  

 

 

 

 

Ohaki Marae 
 

Ko Kurahaupo te waka 
Ko Hinerake te maunga  
Ko Whangape te moana 

Ko Te Maru-o-te-Huia raua ko Te 
Urunga-mou-tonu nga whare tupuna 

Ko Te Oranga te whare kai  
Ko Ohaki o Pawarenga te marae 

Issues for consideration 
With improved facilities, the use of the marae 
has increased including birthdays, tangi and 
other gatherings. It is being used for exactly 
the purpose it was built. The upkeep of the 
marae must now be a priority and an annual 
plan is being developed. Planning for 2011 
must focus on maintenance and regeneration 
of people skills to operate the marae. Many of 
us have skills that need polishing which we 
can share. To date the Trustees have done a 
great job. Now we must look to the day to day 
management of the marae. Application has 
been made to ASB Trust to upgrade the meat 
room and chiller, and to repair the rear wall of 
the dinning room so a mural can be added.  

Appointment of a Caretaker 
Tamati Rudolph (below) has recently been 
appointed as marae caretaker. He left 
Pawarenga for the navy when he as 16, 
and he has lived in Perth until recently. He 
took up his voluntary position late last year.  

Donations 
The Marae is regis-
tered with the Charities 
Commission which 
exempts us from pay-
ing some types of tax 
and enables people 
who gift us funds, to 
claim tax credits from 
the IRD. 
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Owhata Marae 
 

Ko Te Rawhitiroa te maunga 
Ko Puhata Wairere te awa 

Ko Owhata te wahapu, Ko Nga-Tai-o-e-Uru te moana 
Ko Kingi Hori te whare tupuna 

Ko Maraea te whare kai 
Ko Ngati Torotoroa, ko Tahukai, ko Te Popoto nga hapu 

Ko Te Rarawa te Iwi 

Mate 
We note with sadness the passing of Lucy 
Heke Sillick who died recently at Kaitaia 
Hospital after a short illness. Lucy, who 
was the last surviving daughter of Te 
Awaroa Dan Heke and Maraea Herepete 
Heke of Owhata, was 85 years old having 
been born in 1925. She died on the 8th Dec 
2010 and was buried at Rapoto Cemetery, 
Owhata. 
 

Whanau reunion 
A huge contingent of the Rei Herepete 
whanau gathered after Christmas for a 
whanau reunion at Owhata. They also visit-
ed Rapoto urupa where many of their an-
cestors lie including Herepete Kingi Hori, 
and Ripeka Pirika, their children, Pirika, 
and Maraea, and their grandchildren Rei 
Herepete, and Allen Herepete.  
 

Panui: Easter Wananga 22-24th April 
A wananga is planned at Owhata over 
Easter weekend. It will commence on East-
er Friday, and finish on Sunday. Wananga 
topics will include: 

 Karanga 
 Hitoria o Owhata 
 Other 

Noho Taiao 
Owhata hosted the taitamariki and whanau 
from the noho taiao for a day in January.  
The ope came over from Whangape and 
were welcomed onto the marae before a big 
lunch. We talked to the young people about 
our history and the environmental issues we 
have faced at Owhata with the erosion. After 
lunch everyone headed to the beach and the 
kids managed to net some fish for their din-
ner. Several of our own kids were on the  
noho which was a great success and some 
of us tagged along for the rest of the hui. 
 
 

Above:  Arrival at Owhata Marae 
 

Left: Tai tamariki listen to korero at the powhiri.  
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Noho Taiao, Kotahitanga Marae,       

Noho Taiao 
 

The second Noho Taiao was held by Te 
Rarawa over the summer hosted at Kotahi-
tanga Marae. The kaupapa of the noho is 
to reinforce science and to introduce our 
young people to Iwi environmental issues 
and leaders. Thirty tai tamariki took part in 
the four day noho representing 11 different 
marae. Several of the participants came 
from Australia and Te Waipounamu. The 
programme included talks by Te Rarawa 
people who have had careers in science as 
well as local kaitiaki who talked to the 
young people about their particular areas. 
Thanks go to the hunga kainga from Whan-
gape, Owhata and Pawarenga who hosted 
the ropu over the hui. Special thanks to 
Walter Leef for his talk about heritage horti-
culture and Chiefy Pirini for taking the ropu 
up into the Warawara. 
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 Whangape, January 2011 
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Oturu in 1945. He had fought with the Maori 
Battalion in WWII and they were allocated a 
rehabilitation farm in Oturu.  They had 14 chil-
dren. Sam was tragically killed in a road acci-
dent when Eliza was only 41 and she raised 
their remaining 9 children on her own. 
 

Eliza was heavily involved with the Anglican 
Church and Mothers Union, of which she was 
a life member. A visit to England with a group 
from Kaitaia to participate in a ceremony cele-
brating 100 years of Mothers Union world 
wide was the first of many of her overseas 
journeys. On that visit she met the Queen. 
She was also recognised with the Distin-
guished Medal Award for her involvement and 
commitment in the community. Eliza is sur-
vived by 10 children, 45 grandchildren, 96 
great grandchildren and 15 great, great 
grandchildren.  
 

Marae Meetings 
Our Marae Komiti meets at 4pm at the marae 
every second Tuesday of the month. We are 
currently trying to build our capacity and 
would like all whanau members to attend our 
hui. Our next working bee will be held on Sat-
urday 9th April 2011 see you all then. Naku 
noa na, Te Komiti o Korou Kore Marae 

Eliza Larkins (nee Walters)  
1922-2010 
Eliza Larkins, known as Auntie Nau to 
many, passed away late last year aged 88. 
She was a pou of Korou Kore Marae, and 
after moving back to Ahipara 20 years ago, 
she was one the driving forces behind res-
urrecting the marae along side her 
Natanahira whanau. Baptised Raipi Muru 
Walters she was the daughter of Marara 
Putiputi and Muru Walters. Marara was the 
daughter of Erinatea and Natanahira. Muru 
Walters was the grandson of Hariata Mata-
nui who married William Walters, captain of 
the trading vessel the Esmeralda which op-
erated between Auckland and the Far North 
at that time. Her father Muru was notable 
for being the person that found what is now 
referred to as the Kaitaia lintel which is 
housed in the Auckland Museum. A replica 
of the taonga is featured above the en-
trance to the wharehui at Korou Kore Ma-
rae.  
 

Eliza went to Queen Victoria School for girls 
in Auckland on a scholarship.  When she 
left school she taught at Otiria, then Oturu 
and then worked at the Kaitaia Hospital until 
she met and married Sam Larkins from  

Left: 
Two prominent kuia from the 
Ahipara area passed away  
recently.   
 
Left, Eliza Larkins and right, 
Meremere Petricevich.  
 

The Picture was taken at the Te 
Hiku Treaty Claims Agreement in 
Principle signing at Roma Marae 
in Ahipara last year. 

Korou Kore Marae  
 

Ko Tinana te waka 
Ko Whangatauatia te maunga 

Ko Karirikura te moana 
Ko Ngati Mōroki te whare tupuna 

Ko Wikitoria te whare kai 
Ko Korou Kore te marae 
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Roma Marae 

 
Ko Whangatauatia te maunga  

Ko Karirikura te moana 
Ko Te Ohaki te whare tupuna  

Ko Roma te marae 
Ko Tinana te waka  

Meremere Petricevich (nee Paitai)  
1920-2011 
Te Rarawa recently lost one of its most 
prominent kuia with the passing of 
Meremere Petricevich who was 90.  
Meremere, daughter of Te Kiripounamu 
Pene Wiripo from Whangape and Jack 
Paitai of Rarotonga, was born at Opoka in 
the Ahipara gumfields. Her mother died 
when she was a child and her grandmother 
Hiki Pene Korako of Ngati Waiora helped in 
her upbringing.  Meremere was a direct de-
scendant of Erenora and Nopera 
Panakareao both signatories of Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi.  Erenora was one of a handful of 
women who signed the treaty. 
 

After primary school at Ahipara, Meremere 
attended Hukarere Girls College in Napier. 
She took up primary teaching in 1939 and 
taught at Hicks Bay, Te Whaiiti, Te Akau, 
Rakaumangamanga, Oromahoe, Whan-
gape, Herekino, Manukau, Ahipara, 
Pukepoto, Ngataki, Te Kao and Te Hapua 
before becoming a welfare officer for the  

Maori Affairs in Kaitaia.  She is still known to 
hundreds of whanau as Miss Paitai right up 
to today.  
 

When her sister, Rangirangi Paratene died 
as a young woman, Meremere raised her 
four children.  In 1975 she married Walter 
Petricevich. Meremere dedicated her whole 
life to working for her people.  She was a 
founding member of the Maori Women’s Wel-
fare League in 1951. She was a stalwart of 
the Anglican Church alongside her husband 
who was a Maori Anglican Minister. She 
served on many local committees including 
Roma Marae, Te Ohaki Kohanga Reo, Te 
Aupouri Trust Board, and St Clements Angli-
can Church. She was a strong supporter of 
the Te Runanga o Te Rarawa from the time 
of its inception. Meremere was a Justice of 
the Peace and was awarded a Queen’s Ser-
vice Medal for community service in 2002.  
 

Meremere is survived by her adopted son 
John Paitai who is married to Mareea, her 
grandchildren and her great grandchildren. 

Kotahitanga Marae 
 

Ko Rangiputa me Whakakoro nga maunga  
Ko Awaroa me Rotokakahi nga awa 
Ko Ngati Haua te hapu  
Ko Te Rarawa te Iwi  
 

Noho Taiao 
 

The hunga kainga enjoyed hosting the 
noho over the summer. One of the 
highlight’s was a trip to visit Walter 
Leef’s place (right) were he talked 
about his passion of heritage horticul-
ture and living simply. Some of the rin-
ga wera enjoyed themselves so much 
they tagged along with the tai tamariki 
on the day trips. 
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Update of Te Rarawa Treaty Negotiations 

Te Rarawa’s asset holding company 

She is currently a director on TVNZ, North-
land DHB, the NZ Venture Investment 
Fund and Te Wananga o Aotearoa. She is 
also involved with the Maori Economic 
Taskforce. 
 

June says  that the most important asset is 
people and so we must give priority to that 
and facilitating more opportunities for our 
people. Te Rarawa already does some 
great things so its about how we can  
accelerate development.  

New Director appointed 
 

With the resignation of Marty Rogers after 
her move to Australia, we were looking for a 
new director. The vacancy was widely adver-
tised and we received 22 registrations of in-
terest, eight of which were followed by formal 
applications. From these applicants, 3 candi-
dates were short-listed and interviewed by a 
panel made up of Runanga Chair, Haami Pi-
ripi, Executive member, Sam Tecklenberg, 
and Te Waka Pupuri Putea Ltd Chair, Paul 
White. A formal interview was carried out us-
ing a schedule of questions. The panel made 
a recommendation to the Runanga, and we 
are pleased to announce that June McCabe 
will be joining the team of Directors. 
 

June McCabe 
June is from the Mete whanau affiliating to 
several Ihutai marae. She was brought up in 
Kaitaia where she attended Kaitaia College. 
She has a Masters of Business Administra-
tion degree. She has had a career  both in 

the public service 
and in banking work-
ing for Fay 
Richwhite, Westpac 
and Cranleigh Mer-
chant Bank. More 
recently she has 
worked at a govern-
ance level where 
she has been a di-
rector of a number 
of companies both in 
the public and pri-
vate sector.  

Focus of Te Rarawa Negotiations 
Te Rarawa’s Negotiation Team has been 
working on the historic account and the post 
settlement governance entity over the last 
few months. 
 

Historic account 
The historical account is a very important 
part of the settlement process.  It will set out 
the history of the relationship between Te 
Rarawa and the Crown from 1840 to 1992 
identifying Crown action and inaction that 
has led to land grievances and breaches of 
the Treaty. While a great deal of research 
has been done it is now necessary to sum-
marise all this material. The Negotiations 
Team want to make sure that the historic 
account reflects the experience of all our 
hapu.  A draft document is currently being 
produced. This document will then be circu-
lated to marae representatives for checking 
and further input. The final document will be 
included in the Treaty settlement legislation.   
 

Post settlement governance entity 
As part of the settlement process Te Rarawa 
must approve the organisation that will re-
ceive its settlement assets. This is called a 
post settlement governance entity. Te 
Runanga o Te Rarawa is currently a charita-
ble trust and it has been in place for the past 
20 years. We need to review whether the cur-
rent structure is the best one for us going for-
ward.  The Runanga has recently received a 
preliminary report from Ernst and Young re-
garding the tax implications and identified a 
preferred option for further development. Iwi 
members will vote on the post settlement 
governance entity when the settlement is put 
to the vote.  
 

Te Hiku focus 
Te Hiku Forum is working on the detail of the 
Social Development Accord, Te Oneroa a 
Tohe Board and the conservation lands. Te 
Rarawa is collaborating with 3 Iwi on these 
matters but Ngati Kahu continues to focus on 
their own priorities at this stage. 
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End of an era 

Removal of pou from South Road site 
 

Recently the pou that have stood as kaitiaki 
around the perimeter of the South Road 
Runanga headquarters have been removed 
to make way for the Te Ahu development. 
Te Rarawa has agreed to lease the site of 
its former offices to the FNDC so it can be 
used as part of the new cultural complex.  
The pou have been put into storage so that 
they are not damaged while the project is 
developed.  It is yet to be decided where 
they will be used in future. When the 
Runanga purchased the old army training 
centre back in the nineties a tono went out 
to each marae to erect a pou at the site.  
We have found some old photos taken the 
day the pou were unveiled and we include 
them alongside a photo of the karakia held 
before they were taken down. 

Above: 2010 Runanga Chairman Haami 
Piripi says karakia while kaumatua look 
on. 
 

Left and below:  Fred Clark, Manawa 
Aperahama, John Campbell, Ben Te 
Wake, Pa Henare Tate, Ted Ratana, Cyril 
Chapman and others participating in the 
original blessing of the Runanga pou at 
South Road. 
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The Te Rarawa Iwi Research and Develop-
ment (IRD) group received one of six Tan-
gata Whenua, Community and Voluntary 
Sector Research Centre, 2010 at the Com-
munity Researcher Awards. The awards 
are to acknowledge the contribution made 
by research groups and individuals to un-
derstandings of the tangata whenua, com-
munity and voluntary sector in Aotearoa. 
 

Runanga Trustee Wendy Henwood trav-
elled to Wellington to receive the award for 
the IRD group. The award involved partici-
pating in a workshop about community re-
search, and presenting the IRD approach 
to community research at the annual Com-
munity Research Seminar.  It was an op-
portunity to showcase Te Rarawa and its 
research projects, and to share some of our 
successes and challenges about research. 
 

Iwi Research and Development group win award 

Above: Award winners at Kuratini Marae, Welling-
ton in December 2010 including Matthew Walters 
(Aranui Community Trust), Wendy Henwood (Te 
Rarawa Iwi Research and Development Group), 
Fay Pouesi (Unitec), Lisa Chant (University of Auck-
land), Sue Bradford (AUT), Barbara L’Huillier 
(University of Waikato)  

Te Uri o Tai Youth for the Army 

A competition, named the Terminator was 
held late last year between students who are 
on the “Army Prepare Course” in Kaitaia.  
Teams from Kaikohe, Huntly and Auckland 
participated. The teams have been learning  
skills in survival, compass reading, naviga-
tion and first aid.  These skills were put to 
test. It was hard going and the fitness level  

of the young people was also severely test-
ed. The Kaitaia team won and credit should 
go to instructor Shayne Harrison. Two of the 
team members are from Pawarenga includ-
ing Hori Proctor and Tealah Campbell.  Hori 
is Mark Proctor’s son and Tealah is Kim 
Campbell’s daughter.   
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Te Rarawa Scholarship winners 

An increased number of scholarship applica-
tions were received in last year’s round with 
eight students selected to receive financial 
support for the coming academic year.  The 
selection panel made up a Runanga trus-
tees found it hard to short list and make the 
final decisions because of the high all round 
standards. The recipients demonstrated a 
combination of sound academic perfor-
mance, involvement with their Maori commu-
nity and commitment to Iwi development. 
Each of the eight recipients undertook an 
hour interview. In total $8500 was distributed 
with some of the scholarships running for  
subsequent years. We thank those organi-
sations and people who continue to support   

our scholarship programme. 
 

The Tarutaru me Ruapounamu Awards were 
split in half allowing four recipients to receive 
$1,000 annually for three years. These 
awards were shared between Loren  
Wihone, Robert Lee, Tawini White, and 
Sherry Pomare. Rererangi Mason received 
the Te Waka Pupuri Putea award of $1,000 
and half the Pacific Law award of $500.  
 

Kamira Martin received the Clean Stream 
Northland award of $1,000 and half of the 
Pacific Law award of $500. Laine Marsh and 
Kylie Cox shared the Joan Metge award and 
received $750 each. 

Lauren Wihone 
Lauren affiliates to Waipuna Marae and she 
attended Te Kura Taumata o Panguru. She is 
training to be a teacher at Auckland Universi-
ty. Lauren hopes to do a double degree in te 
reo and sport and recreation. 
 

Robert Lee 
Robert is from Wainui Marae and is enrolled 
at Auckland Institute of Technology doing 
business, sport and recreation. He attended 
Kaitaia College where he was involved in  
kapa haka, golf and whanau activities. 
 

Tawini White 
Tawini is from Ngai Tupoto Marae and is un-
dertaking a degree in Maori studies & history 
at Otago University. She was dux of Northland 
College, and represented Tai Tokerau at 
Manu Korero and Kapa haka nationals.  
 

Sherry Pomare 
Sherry is from Ngati Manawa Marae and is 
doing a degree in Maori and music at Victoria 
University. Sherry attended Te Kura Taumata 
o Panguru and was part of a NZ delegation to 
Gallipoli.   
 

Rererangi Mason 
Rererangi who is from Te Rarawa Marae is 
doing a Bachelor of Education extramurally 
through Massey University. She is one of only 
five qualified Maori sign language interpret-
ers. Her goal is to teach in the Far North. 
 

Kamira Martin 
Kamira is from Matihetihe and Waiparera and 
is pursuing a social work qualification through 
the Eastern Institute of Technology. He is in-
volved with the marae and church in Mitimiti, 
as a katekita and ringawera  
 

Laine Marsh 
Laine is affiliated to Te Uri o Hina and Te  
Rarawa Marae.  She is doing Medicine at 
Auckland University having already complet-
ed degrees in arts and health science. Laine, 
who has received several university awards, 
recently had her first child. 
  

Kylie Cox 
Kylie affiliates to Kotahitanga Marae and is in 
her final year of medicine moving from Otago 
to Auckland University. Kylie has been a 
member of the Maori Medical Students Assn 
and has helped mentor 1st year students. 

Left: 
Robert Lee and 
Laine Marsh 
 
Right: 
Tawini White and 
Kamira Martin 
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Na te Heamana 
 

Ka puta ki te whei ao, ki te ao mārama tihei mauri ora.  Me mihia 
te hunga mate ka tika; rātou kua hoki atu ki te kainga tūturu mo te 
tangata haere, haere, haere atu rā.  Ki a tātou te hunga ora tēnā 
ra tātou katoa. 
 

The Whakaputanga or Maori Declaration of Independence (1835) 
was signed by numerous northern leaders but in particular 
Papahia, Te Huhu, Te Morenga and Panakareao were advocates 
of it and each signed it on behalf of their iwi of Te Rarawa.   
 

 

This assertion of sovereign status by our tu-
puna represented a spirit of innovation, acu-
men and commercial pragmatism that contin-
ues to be reflected in the generations of to-
day.  The settlement of Te Tiriti o Waitangi 
claims is an arena that has required all of 
these qualities.  In the making of the claim 
we have developed redress mechanisms to 
address our historical claims.  In line with 
these outcome areas the Runanga has for 
example consolidated our fisheries portfolio 
by forming a pan iwi fisheries collective and 
then entering into a partnership with Sanford 
Fisheries which we recently signed in Auck-
land. 
 

We have also invested in the communica-
tions industry as a partner in an initiative to 
lay and own the broadband fibre optic ca-
bling network across Tai Tokerau.  This will 
provide us with an information technology 
platform that can serve our communities and 
organisations.  This e-portal to the world will 
provide immense opportunities for our wha-
nau, marae and hapu stakeholders.   
 

These initiatives highlight the role the 
Runanga can take in infrastructural develop-
ment that can provide opportunities for our 
people to grow and develop new enterprises.  
This will stimulate our economic presence in 
our rohe and underpin our strategic planning 
and long term outcomes.  It is also consistent 
with our Te Rarawatanga values and repre-
sents a good balance between hapu and Iwi 
development and the kaitiakitanga of natural 
resources.  Over the next year I intend to fo-
cus my efforts on completing the negotiation 
of our historical claims and the positioning of 
our claims for WAI 262 (Flora and Fauna) 
Seabed and Foreshore, and the Whakapu-
tanga claim for our constitutional status.  This 
will consolidate our strategic strength and our 
financial resources and better enable us to  

negotiate with local and central government. 
This means that as whanau and constituents 
of the Far North we need to become more 
active in local body politics, regional resource 
management issues (like the discharge of 
sewerage to water) and joint venture relation-
ships that provide new opportunities for 
achieving our future potential. The time for 
achieving synergy is now and in my view the 
working relationship between the four Iwi of 
Te Hiku o Te Ika has never been stronger, 
certainly not in my lifetime. I am thoroughly 
enjoying working with them on matters of 
common interest like Te Oneroa a Tohe.  As 
our historical settlement process nears com-
pletion we will put in place redress initiatives 
that combine with our economic and strategic 
advances and this will arm us for the next 
generation of hapu and Iwi development. 
 

Na reira e ōku rangatira, kotahi anō te korero 
whakamutunga whakatata mai, whakapiri 
mai tātou, i runga i to tātou whanaungatanga 
me te kohao kotahi.  Kia kaha, kia maia, kia 
manawanui tātou. 
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 Whakamaharatanga 
 

Me mihi kau ake ki te hunga kua hoki ki te kainga tuturu mo tatou te tangata.  Ko ratou ena i 
hoki wairua atu ki Hawaikinui, Hawaikiroa, Hawaikipamamao.  No reira haere e nga mate 
haere, haere atu ra. 
 

Wainui: Martha Waata 
Motuti: Yvonne Howard 

Te Uri o Hina: Billy Busby  
Waipuna: Dave Burkhart , Gerry Tipene  

Ngai Tupoto: Douglas Hohepa, Kevin Stevens Harris 
Roma: Meremere Petricevich (nee Paitai), Eddie Boyce-Waaka, Norman Snowden, Mini Te Hira 

Ngati Manawa: Huiki Joseph Ngaropo, Henare Waru 
Te Rarawa: Te Wairua Robson Pure, Chris Robson  

Owhata: Nani Maxwell, Lucy Sillick (nee Heke)  
Whangape: Anaru Murray, Gerry Murray 

Whakamaharatanga: Pita McLean 
Taiao: Rita Hotere (nee Leigh) 
Korou Kore: Ralph Paratene 

Te Ohaki: John Rudolph 
 

Also:  
Barry Brennan, Reipae Barber  

Nga ra i mua 

Manukau School:  Photo of students who attended the Manukau School from 1926-35 taken 
at the Jubilee held in the 1980s.  Back Row: Fred Clark, Miro Stevens, Amy Tatana (teacher), 
Keriwai Conrad, Marie Smith, Mary Heta, Patricia Topia, James Clark. Middle row: Mary-ann 
Rodgers, Lizzie Clark, John Haawe. Front row: Sarah Popata, Moengaroa Lee, Tangi Te 
Paa, Raiha Harriman, Nellie Walters.  Source:  Herekino  School Centenary book 
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NGA MARAE O TE RARAWA 

Korou Kore Marae, Ahipara 
Delegate: Syd Nathan 
Phone: (09) 4082656; sidntui@xtra.co.nz  
 
Matihetihe Marae, Mitimiti  
Delegate: Henry Tahana 
Phone (09) 409 5848 
 
Morehu Marae, Pawarenga  
Delegate: Frank Herbert 
Phone: (09) 4095380 
 
Motuti Marae, Motuti  
Delegate: Joanie Daniels 
Phone: 027 6814103 
    
Ngai Tupoto Marae, Motukaraka  
Delegate: Wendy Henwood 
Phone: (09) 4057857; raywen@igrin.co.nz 
 
Ngati Manawa Marae, Panguru  
Delegate: Georgina Neho 
Phone: (09) 4095344; georginaneho@hotmail.com 
 
Wainui Marae, Wainui 
Delegate: Tame Murray  
Phone: (09) 4092073 

 
Ohaki Marae, Pawarenga  
Delegate: Sam Tecklenburg 
Phone: (09) 4080900; sam@terarawa.co.nz 
   
Owhata Marae, Owhata  
Delegate: Ra Heke 
Phone: (09) 4095528; ra@broadwood.school.nz 
   
Pateoro Marae, Te Karae  
Delegate: Ramon Lyall  
Phone: (09) 4055825; ramonlyall@slingshot.co.nz  
 
Pikiparia Marae, Kohukohu  
Delegate: Patariki Briggs 
Phone: (09) 4055577; patrickbriggs@slingshot.co.nz 
 
Rangikohu Marae, Herekino  
Delegate: Katie Murray 
Phone: (09) 4093405 
waitomo.papakainga@xtra.co.nz  
 
 
 
 

Roma Marae, Ahipara  
Delegate: Maryann Adlam 
Phone: (09) 4094671; adlambiz@slingshot.co.nz 
 
Taiao Marae, Pawarenga  
Delegate: Malcolm Peri 
Phone: (09) 4095101; pouoterangi@xtra.co.nz 
 
Tauteihiihi Marae, Kohukohu  
Delegate: Maiki Smith 
Phone:  (09) 4055826 
 
Te Arohanui Marae, Mangataipa  
Delegate: Jemaima Winikerei 
Phone: (09) 4019920 
 
Te Kotahitanga Marae, Whangape  
Delegate: Richard Murray 
Phone: (09) 4080900; indigenious@xtra.co.nz 
 
Te Rarawa Marae, Pukepoto  
Delegate: Dixon Motu 
Phone: (09) 4082216 
 
Te Uri o Hina Marae, Pukepoto  
Delegate: John Walsh 
Phone: (09) 4094748: john.walsh@pkffa.co.nz 
 
Waihou Marae, Waihou  
Delegate: Wayne Te Tai  
Phone: 0276811236; Wayne.TeTai@twoa.ac.nz 
 
Waiparera Marae, Rangi Point  
Delegate: William Bercich 
(09) 409 5013; willypeach@hotmail.com  
 
Waipuna Marae, Panguru  
Delegate: Abraham Witana 
Phone: 0272243160; abe@terarawa.co.nz 
 
Whakamaharatanga Marae, Manukau 
Delegate: John McLean  
Phone: (09) 4084316; fred55@kol.co.nz 
 

Te Runanga o Te Rarawa PO Box 361, Kaitaia, 0441 
Phone: (09) 4081971; Fax: 4081998 
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